AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.RR. § 1,111 
U.S. APP. NO, 09/897,732 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 are pending in the application. 

Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Okumura et 
al(WO 97/50219). 

Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Nara (EP 
0817440). 

Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Okumura 
et al, in view of the admitted prior art. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Nara in 
view of the admitted prior art. 

Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 

The Examiner requires that Figs. 1 and 2 be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art— 
because only that which is old is illustrated. Submitted with this Amendment are Figs. 1 and 2 
labeled "PRIOR ART". 

The Examiner has acknowledged applicant's claim for priority based on the application 
filed in Korea. The Examiner states, however, that applicant has not filed a certified copy of 
Korean Application 2000-66862. Applicant notes that Korean Application No. 2000-66862 was 
submitted with the initial filing on July 3, 2001, and was acknowledged by the Patent Office in 
the request for Early Notification of Serial No. 
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Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

In rejecting claims 1 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Okumura et 
al, the Examiner refers to the abstract of this reference as teaching each of the elements of claims 
1 and 4. Applicant submits, however, that Okumura et al does not disclose a "decoded data 
outputting part for selectively outputting data that correspond to a frame length detected from the 
input data which have not been decoded by the preliminary decoding part . . . (as recited in claim 
1). Okumura et al determines a frame length by analyzing decoded data sequences. 

In more detail, an embodiment of the invention shown in Fig. 3 of the present application 
includes a frame length determining part 332 that detects a frame length from the input data. On 
the other hand, Okumura et al teaches a receiver that performs Viterbi decoding up to the final 
bit position of transmittable frame data by successively assuming the final bit position, and then 
analyzing the decoded data sequences to assume a final bit position of the transmission frame 
data. 

Similar comments apply to claim 4. 

Claims 1 and 4 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Nara. 
Applicant submits that Nara does not disclose a "decoded data outputting part for selectively 
outputting data that correspond to a frame length detected from the input data which have not 
been decoded by the preliminary decoding part . . . (as recited in claim 1). 

Nara employs a transmission rate determination means 105 (FIG. 4) which makes the 
determination of the transmission rate for each received frame of data. This determination is 
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based upon analysis performed by first transmission rate judgment means 104 and second 
transmission rate judgment means 108. Each of the elements 104 and 108 perform analyses on 
decoded data output from Viterbi decoder 102. Therefore, Nara does not teach or suggest a 
decoded data outputting part for selectively outputting data that correspond to a frame length 
detected from the input data which have not been decoded by the preliminary decoding part , as 
recited in claim 1. 

Similar arguments apply to claim 4. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 2 and 5 are rejected are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Okumura et al in view of the admitted prior art. 

Applicant submits that the admitted prior art does not make up for the deficiencies of 
Okumura with respect to independent claims 1 and 4. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Nara in 
view of the admitted prior art. 

Applicant submits that the admitted prior art does not make up for the deficiencies of 
Nara, described with respect to the rejections of claims 1 and 4. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

In rejecting claims 6-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, the Examiner states that 
in claim 6, the limitations "a frame length indicating parameter" recited in lines 3-4 and "a frame 
length parameter" recited in lines 4-5 have exactly the same purpose (i.e., indicating the possible 
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frame length), and that it is not clear how to distinguish the difference between the two 
limitations. 

Applicant submits that "the frame length indicating parameter" and "a frame length 
parameter" represent different concepts and do not have the same purpose. More specifically, a 
"frame length indicating parameter" is described at page 10, lines 15-16 of the specification, and 
is used, for example, in step SI 49 of Fig. 5B. On the other hand, a "frame length parameter" is 
described at page 10, line 16 of the specification and is used, for example, in step SI 44 of Fig. 
5B. Because these concepts are unrelated, Applicant submits that it is not necessary to amend 
the claims in response to this rejection. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Peter A. McKenna 
Registration No. 38,551 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: December 20, 2004 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1,111 
U.S. APP. NO. 09/897,732 



AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

The attached sheet of drawings include the following changes: 
In Figs. 1 and 2, the "Prior Art" label is added. 
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